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FOREWORD
In a jar risilay oTo in a yeofclcss estnnevitcontinental city etaid the weird strains of a Trlnnea certain thief of wet uollce of Ecropean

fame related to me ono night not Ion the main
Incidents of this curious toy And when he tad fln
Ished to sed off his little slats of Ulrorttza litfmh dearette and two to p he said ThcreI
Mon cher La Qacux Writs real Ufo ro-
mance I Only disculse the character and placo
tho scene In another cIty you know Tomorrow I
will rw the acefa report to conriBce-yoa that what I bate said is the actual truth
And thus the history ef The hUller of Park
IAHC WIlMant Lo Qnra-

xTheres some mystery about that girl
Tm certain of ML

What makes you suspect that 7

Well first shes evidently a
daughter of a man who has come down In
the world most probably and secondly

Ah You mean th secret lover theman who TVAS hero yesterday and boughta twentysruinea evening gown of her to
send to his sister eh exclaimed Mr
Warner buyer of the costume depart-
ment of the great drapory house of
nlngtons in Oxford street that huge
storo which as everybody knows com-
petes with Whlteleys and Harrods for

premier placo of tho middleclass
trade In London

Yes laughed Miss Thomas the rather
tout middleaged woman who was head
saleswoman of the department as she
stood In tho small glasspartitioned office
of tho buyer a pleasanttaaed man of
fortyfive who was an export In ladles
costumes and twice yearly bought his
stock personally In Paris and In Berlin

Yes Shes a really nice girl but I cant
Quite make her out although shes been
here for over a year now

And the lover asked the buyer with-
a glance aeraes the long square room
where autumn costumes of every
tion were displayed upon stands or hang
Ing by the hundred In long rows while
ranged round the walls were many ex-
pensive evening dresses exhibited In glass
cases It was afternoon and the place
was full of customers the assistants in
their neat black holding readymade
skirts to their sides to try the effect or
conducting the prospective purchaser to
tho flttlngrooms And yet they were not
what Mr Warner termed busy

Tho man too is a mystery like Miss
Rolfe Nobody knows his name He
comes in sometimes goes up to her and
asks to be served with a skirt or some
thing and has It sent to Mr Evans at
some chambers in Dover street The
name is of course not tho right one
said the head assistant

But Mlas Rolfe knows It or course
Probably she does
And she meets him after business

hours
I think so But sho keeps herself very

much to herself and Ja always at home

Mr Warner glanced Across at the tall
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fairhaired handsome girl whose figure
showed to tioh advantage In her black

gown At that moment J she was
displaying a cheap tweed skirt to two
middleaged women Her race as h
caught its profile was very soft and re-
fined the contour of her cheeks perfect
and the stray wisp of hair across the
brow gave a softness to her countenance
that was charming Many a stage girl
whose photograph was displayed in the
shop was not half so boautiCul
as the demure hardworking shop assist
ant Marion

The sir of surrounding her Mr
Warner found Interesting and the love
romance BOW in progress he Intended to
watch Toward his assistants ho was

Unlike some buyers i e
was and never bullied
He believed that by treating them
kindliness and with the courtesr every
man should show toward a we man ha
obtained the best of their business abili
ties as no doubt he did Warner of the

was known through the whole
one of the most considerate-

of men and one of the most trusted of
old Mr Cunnington9 advisers Those in
his department were envied by all the
other seven hundredodd assistants In the
employment of the great

While Mr Warner and Miss Thomas
were speaking a smartlooking fair
haired fairmufctacbed young man of
about twentyfive in frock coat aud silk

entered and walking up to the little
greeted the buyer saying

Mr Warner Im sorry to worry you
but may I speak to my sister for a mo
ment on some important family busiheds
I wunt keep her but a few moments for
I see shes buy

Why certainly Mr Rolfs was the
goodhumored reply as Miss Thomas
went away to serve a customer Its
against our rules as you know but for
my own pert I can never see why a young
lady need be debarred from speaking to
her own brother

Youre always very good Mr War-
ner responded the young man and
Id like to thank you for many little
kindnesses youve shown to Marlon

Oh nothing nothing my dear Mr
Rolfe Warner said Your sts r is an
excellent business woman on of the boat
I have I may tell you But look Shes
disengaged now Go to hers And he
watched the young man crossing the

Marion surprised when her brother
stood before her immediately asked
whether ho had received Mr Warners
permission

Of course I have was his quick re
ply In rather an excited manner she
thought I just ran up to tell you that
I have to go abroad suddenly tonight
and to say goodby Old Sam Stn thorn Is
sending me out to Senla He only told
mo at 1 oclock that I must go and Ive
been buying some things necessary

To Servla exclaimed the girl amaz
ed that her brother to whom she was
devoted was to go so far front her

Yes We have some mining Interests
and some other things out there and old
Sam suddenly decided to send mo out to
make certain inquiries I shill be away
a month or two I daresay as I have to-
go to see a new mine in the course of
preparation down on tho banks of the
Danube somewhere

But do take care of yourself Charlie
urged the girl looking up into her broth-
ers face Ive heard that Its an un-
safe country
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Why tnata quite a fallacy
Eervlo Is as safe as the Strand nowadays
Bland our chief clerk was out there a
years and hes been telling me how de-
lightful the people are Servia is entirely
misjudged by us

Then youll go tonight
v Yes by the mall from Charing Cross
ho replied But dont come and see me
oft I hate people to do that And when
you see dear old Max tell him that rm
sorry I had no time to go round before
leaving Ive Just telephoned and his
man says he wont be back till 7 That
will be too late for me

Very well replied his sister But
But what
wen Charlie Im sorry youre going

I feet well I feel that you are coins

I
Unsafe

to-

t

me

¬

a place where an accident might happen-
to you I know nothing about Servla
and besides

Well
The mystery about old am Statham

always haunts me I dont somehow like
that man

You only met him once and he was
very courteous to you Besides he is my
master Were It not for him I should
most probably be going about London
penniless

I know I know she eald Have you
4 i

I was there this morning but only for
five minutes He gave me some instruc-
tions about a call I had to make In the
city

I wish you could lease him and get
some other work as secretary I dont
like him He Isnt what he pretends to
be Im sure ho isnt

He pretends to be nothing laughed
her brother Old Sam la a millionaire
and millionaires need no pretense He
could buy up this show twice over and
then leave a million for the death duties
Youve talon a prejudice against him

A womans prejudice which often Is
not very far wrong-

I know that you women see much fur
ther than wo men do but In this Marlon
you arc quite wrong Old Sam la eccen-
tric and mean but at heart hes not at
all a bad old fellow

Well I toll you frankly I dont half
like your going to ServIa under his
auspices

Charlie Rolfe laughed aloud
My dear Marlon of what are you ap-

prehensive ho asked I go In a very
responsible position as his confidential
secretary to inquire into certain matters
in his interests If I carry out my mis
sion successfully I shall get a rise of
salary

Granted But you know what youve
told me about the queer stories afloat re-
garding Samuel Statham and his house
In Park Lane

Ive never believed them although
they are of course curious Yet you
must remember that every man of great
wealth has mysterious stories put about
by his enemies Every man and every
woman has enemies Who has not

But youve admitted yourself thatyouve never been In more than one room
In the mansion she said looking him
straight in the face

Thats true But it doeint prove any
thing does it he naked And Marlon
saw that ho was nrvoua and agitated
quite unlike his usual self Perhaps
however It was on account of her appre
hensions she thought

She had only seen Samuel Statham tho
wollknown millionaire on one occasion
She had called at the offices In Old Broad
street one afternoon to see her brother
wno was his confidential secretary when
the old follow had entered a short
roundshouldered graybearded old man
rather shabbily dressed who looking at
her blunth asked who she was and what
she wanted there

One of his eccentricities was that he
hated women and Marion knew that

In a faltering tone she replied that she
was sister of his secretary whereupon
his manner Instantly changed He be
came the acme of politeness asked her
into his private room offered her a
of port which of course she refused
and chatted to her most affably till her

to his house In Park Lane late 3
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Why she had taken such a violent dls
llko old man she herself could not

Possibly It was his sudden change
of manner and that his pleasant suavity

feigned And this combined with
the extraordinary rumors regarding hispast and the mystery of his groat man

in Park Lane had caused her to
View him with bitter prejudice

Several customers were waiting to be
served and Marlon saw Mr Warners
eye upon her
1 WelL Charlie she said perhaps Illget down to Charing Crow to see you off
You go to Paris first I suppose

Yes I take the Orient Express from
there by way of Vienna and Budapest to
Belgrade But he added dont come
and see me off theres a good girl

Why Ive before when youve
genie to the continent

Yes I know he answered Impatient
ly but well It makes me feel as if Ishant come back Ddnt come will
youMarion

smiled His anxiety that
should not struck her as distinctly
curious

He was not himself Of that she was
convinced To her ever since her fathers
death he had been good friend and fora year prior to her engagement at Cun
ftinsions he had divided his salary with
her No girl ever had a better brother
than he had been yet of late she had no
iced a complete change In his manner
He was no longer frank with her as he
used to be afc j he seemed to hide
from her facts which with her womans
keen intelligence she afterward discov
ered

Miss Rolfe exclaimed Mr Warner
emerging from his office Disengaged
And he pointed to a pair of somewhat

ladles who were examining a cos-
tume displayed on a stand

Well odby Charlie she said shaking his hand I must go Were very
busy this afternoon Perhaps I shall seeyou at Charing Cross If takecare of yourself dear Goodby

And she turned and left him to attendto the two ladles while he with a nodacross to Mr Warner strode out of the
shop-

I hope to goodness Marlon doesnt
come he muttered to himself Women
are so infernally Inquisitive And if she
does go to Charing Cross shts sure to
suspect

Concerns a Silent Secret
That same afternoon while Charlie

Roife was bIddlng farewell to his sister
Marlon Max Barclay was sitting in the
cosy study of one of the smaller houses
In Cromwell road smoking cigarettes
with a thinfaced grayhaired gray
bearded man whose cast of features at
onco betrayed him to be a foreigner

The wellfurnished room was the typi
cal den of a studious man as Its owner
really was for about It was an air of-
aolld comfort while upon the floor near
where tho elder man was lying back In
his loather easy chair were
some newspapers with headings In un-
familiar type the Greek alphabet

The air was thick with cigarette smoke
giving forth an aroma unusual to Eng
lish nostrils that pleasant aroma peculiar
te Servian tobacco
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The younger men dressed In wellfit
ting dark gray flannels his long legs
sprawled out as he lay back In his chairtaking his case and gcsslblntr with his
friend was without d ubt a handsome
fellow Tall beyond t fe average run of
men with lithe cleancut lImbs smart
and wellgroomed with closelycropped
dark hair a pair of merry dent eyes
and a small dark mustache which had an
upward trend his air was distinctly mil-
itary Indeed Until a few months be-

fore he had held a commission In a cav-
alry regiment but had resigned on ac
count of the death of his father and his
consequent succession to the wide and
unencumbered Barclay estates In Lincoln
shire and up In the Highlands

Though now possessor of a flne lfl Eng
lish home and a seventeenth century cat
tle in Scotland Max Barclay preferred
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to divide his time between hla chambers
In Dover street and wandering about the
Continent There was time enough to

setUp down he always declared Be-
sides both the houses were too big and
too gloomy to suit his rather simple bach-
elor tastes His Aunt Emily an old lady
of seventy still continued to live at
Water Newton Hall not far from that
quaint Old World and manyspired town
Stamford but KHmaronock Castle was
unoccupied save for six weeks or so when
he went Up with friends for the shooting
season

Agents were frequently making tempt
ing offers to him to let the place to cer-
tain wealthy Americans but he refused
all inducements The fine old place be-
tween Crleff and Perth land never been
let during his fathers lifetime and he
did not intend that any stranger except
his own friends should enjoy the splpndld
shooting now

My dear Petrovltch he was saying
between whiffs of his cigarette It is
Indeed reassuring what you tell me

the settled state of the country
You have surely had sufficient internal
troubles of late

Ah yes sighed the elder man a
deep thoughtful expression upon his
pleasant if somewhat sallow

Servla has passed through hergreat crisis through which
every young nation must pass sooner or
later and now heaven be thanked arighter day has dawned for us Underour new regime prosperity is assured
But and pausing he looked Max
jlnlght In the face and in a changed
voice a voice of increased earnestness
and confidence ho added with only a
slight accept for ho spoke English very

did not ask you hero to discuss
politics We Servians are I fear sad
gossips upon our own affairs I wanted
to speak to you upon a subject of great
est importance to myself personally and
of some one very dear to me Now we
have been friends my dear Max you nod
I through some years and I
I know that you will regard what I say
In entire confidence

Most certainly was the young Eng
lishmans reply though somewhat sur
prised at his friends sudden change f
manner

It was true that he had known Dr
Michael Petrovltch for quite a number ofyears

Long ago when he had first visited Bel-
grade tho Servian man be
fore him well known throughout the Bal-
kans as a patriot was occupying the
position of minister of finance under King
Milan Both his excellency and his wife
had been extremely kind to him had in
troduced him to the smart social set had
obtained for him the entree to the pal-
ace festivities and had presented him to
Queen Natalie Thus a firm friendship
had been established the two
men

But affairs In Servia had considerably
changed since then Mine Petrovltch a
charming English lady had died and
his excellency after becoming minister
of commerce and subsequently foreign
minister in several succeeding cabinets
had gone abroad to represent Ids country
at foreign courts first St
then Berlin and then Constantinople
finally returning aad coming to In
England
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Even now he was ndt more than fifty
and It had long ago been whispered that
his majesty was constantly urging him
to return and accept the portfolio of
finance or of commerce But he steadily
declined As a statesman his abilities
had long ago been recognized by Europe
and none knew his value or appreciated
him more than his own sovereign yet for
private reasons he preferred to live quiet
ly lu the Cromwell road to returning to
all the worries of state and those eternal
bickerings in the Servian Skuptschlxa

He a man of even temper ofharming manner and of scrupulous hon-
esty Had he been dishonest in his dealings he might have amassed a great fortune while occupying those posts In the
various ministries But ho had preferred
to remain as he was upright oven
though comparatively poor

Well asked Max after a tons silencer am waiting
It is a matter to which I refer not

without some hesitation declared his
frlenfl I want U speak to yoe sheet
Maud

About Maud Well
I am worried about the child a good

deal
For what reason asked Max consM

erably surprised
Maud was Petrovltchs only daughter-

a very beautiful grlr now nlnoteoa years
of age who had been brought up in Eng

and to whom he was entirely de-
voted

Well she has fallen in love
All girls do sooner or later replied

Max philosophically
But shes too young yet far too yqupg

Twentyfive is quite early enough for a
girl to marry

And whos the man
Your friend Charlie Rolfe
Charlie he exclaimed In great sur

prise And hes in love with Maud Areyou quite sure of this
Quite She meets him In secret andthough Rolfe Is your friend Max I tellyou I dont like il he declared
I am not surprised Secret affections

never meet with a parents approbation
If Charlie is in love with her and the
affection Is mutual why doesnt he come
straight and tell you

Exactly my argument declared Pe
trovltch lighting a fresh cigarette with
the end of one half consumed But tell
me Rolfe is an intimate friend of yours
Is he not

Very was Maxs reply though he did
not inform his friend of his love for
Marlon

What Is his exact position
As far as I know he Is private secre

tary to old Samuel Statham tho great
financier His position Is quite a good
one aa tar as confidential secretaryships
go

Statham Ive heard of him Theres
some extraordinary story about his house
In Park Lane Isnt there Nobody hat
ever been Inside or something

There Is I believe some
story responded Max The old fellow
Is a bit eccentric and doesnt care for
people prying all over his house He
lives alone and has no friends Do you
know one can be vpry lonely in London
It is a perfect Sahara to those who are
friendless

Yes said Petrovltoh huskily 1
know It by experience myself When I
was a youth I lived here I was a for-
eign clerk In an Insurance office in the
City and I lived perfectly alone among
all these millions I remember It all as
th9ugh it were only yesterday I was In
deed glad to get back to Servla

But why are you worried about Maud
old follow Max asked Dont you like
Rolfe or what

I like him very much indeed I took a
great fancy the young fellow when
you Introduced him to me last year at
AlxlesBalns From the very first I

that he was attracted toward the
and I did not object because Ithought a little flirtation would omusft

her These secret meetings however J
dont like It Is not right Shes met him
In St James Part and at other places
of late and they have gone for long
walks together without my knowledge or

Max thought for a moment
Does she know that you are aware of

the meetings

Well I must admit that I had no idea
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natters had gone so far as thejr evidently
have he said I of ccolrse Knew that
he has greatly admired Maud
very first He was In fact always

Sieved that he did not cpnslder his posi-
tion to be sufficiently established in war-
ranting him to declare his love to her
Shall I throw out a gentle hint to him
that the secret meetings would be best
discontinued

If ho were to discontinue his visits
here altogether It would I think be
best said Petrovltch in hard voice
quite unusual to hit

Max was surprised at this Had any
unpleasantness occurred between the two
men which his friend was concealing
knowing that Rolfe was his most inti
mate chum

Does he come of ten T
He calls about once a me

ostensibly but really In excuse to see the
child

And us speak frankly old
fellow Max said bending slightly

the man seated opposite him Do
you object to Rolfe paying his attentions

do
Then I Very much regret that I ever

Introduced him We w re together at
AlxlesBalns for three weeks last sum
mer and as you know we met You
were my old friend and I could not help
Introducing him I regret It now and
can only hope you will forgive mo such
an Indiscretion-

It was not Indiscreet at un-
fortunate he answered almost snap-
pishly

But tell me straight out what do you
wish me to doT Man urged Recollect
that if I can serve you in any way you
have only to command me

Even at the expense of your friends
happiness asked Petrovltch his sharp
eyos fixed upon the young men

If he really loves her the
of the csaa are altered was the

diplomatic answer
And if he does not If it as I sus-

pect aTnere flirtation what then
Then I think you should leave the

matter to me to act with my discretion
young Barclay replied He recollected
that Charlie was Marlons brother and he
saw himself already In a somewhat diff-
icult position My own idea is he went
on that it is something more than
mere flirtation and that the reason of the
secret meetings is because he fears to
ask your consent to be allowed to pay
court to your daughter

What makes you think so
From some words that his sister Mar

Ion let drop the other day
Ah Merion Is a sweet and charming

girl the elder man declared a
pity she should be compelled to drudg
in a shop

Yet replied Max quickly It is a
thousand pities Shes far too refined
and good for that life

A matter of unfortunate necessity Isuppose
Necessity Max Barclay bit his Mpa

when ha recollected how very easily she
might leave that shep life if she would
only accept money from him But how
could she How could be otter it to her
without insult

No Until she consented to be Ms wife
she must sUn remain there at the heel
and call of every irritating tradesman
wife who eared to enter tho department
to purchase a read made costume or a
skirt with material for bodice

Im sorry for Marlon Dr Petrovltoh
went on Sho frequently comes here

evening and often en Sundays t
keep Maud company They get on most
excellently together

Yes she is devoted to Maud She has
told so

I believe she is Petrovltoh said Andyet it is unfortunate for friendliness with
Marion must also mean continued friend
liness with
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Ah I see now that you do not Mke
him MEt said openly for he could not
ROW fall to see from his friends expres-
sion that something had occurred What
It was he was utterly unable to makeout

No I dont was tho exministersplain determined answer And to tellyou the truth I have other views regard
Ing Mauds future So just tell the young
man whatever you think proper Onlytest him neither to eaR nor tsattempt to see the child again

CHAPTER

Tells of e Womans Lore
In the dull hazy London sunset Fop

stone road which loads from Earls
Court road Into Nevern Square was Quite
deserted

There is a silence and monotony in the
dntlflonily respectable thoroughfares In
that particular district that to their resi-
dents Is often very depressing TraJRc
there Is none save a stray hansom Or a
tradesmans cart at long Intervals while
street organs and even the muffin mon
avoid them because unlike the poorer
districts they find no stray coppers and
no customers

On the same evening as the events re-
corded in the prsvtotts chapters about 6

just as the red dusky after-
glow was deepeding into twilight Charlie
Relfe emerged from Earls Court station
walked along to the corner of Fopstone
road and halting looked eagerly down it

But there was not a soul Indeed there
was no sound beyond that of a distant
cab whistle somewhere In Nevern Square

For about five minutes be waited
lancing impatiently at his watch and

turning upon his heel strolled along
the direction of the

A few moments later however there
hurried up behind him a sweetfaced
smartly dressed girl who as ha turned
to meet her laughed merrily saying

I do hope Charlie I havent kept you
waiting but Ive had such trouble to get
out Dad asked me to write some private
letters in English for him I really believe
he suspects something We meet too
often

No darling answered Rolfe raising
his hat and taking her small gloved hand

We dont meet frequently enough for
me And I think that your father Is en-
tirely unsuspicious I was with him last
night and he did not strike ma as pos-
sessing any knowledge of these secret
meetings of ours

Yes but you know how dangerous It
Is replied the girl glancing
round Somebody might pass recognize-
me and tell dad

And what then dearest he laughed
Why your fears are utterly ground-

less
I know but M

But what
Well had would be annoycflthats

with both of us
He must already have seen darllngr

that I love you He Isnt blind
Charlie Rolfe moving slowly along
her side

Hers was Indeed a face that would at-
tract attention anywnfe 5 oval delicately
molded slightly flushed by the momentary
excitement V f meeting her lover Her
hair was well her narrow walsteo
figure still girlish her dress a pale bis
cultcolored cloth which In Its refine
simplicity suited well the graceful con-
tour of the Blender form and contrasted
admirably with the soft white skin the
dark hair a tray coquettish little
of which fell across her brow beneath
her neat black hat and the dark brown
eyes so large luminous and expressive

Her gaze met hIS Every sensttvo feat-
ure every quiet graceful movement told
plainly of her culture end refinement
while on her face there rested an Inde-
scribable charm a look of shy sweet
humility of fond and ollconstunlng love

the man besIde her
As she lifted her eyes at the words or

affection he was whispering Into her ear
as they went along the quiet deserted
Btieet she perceived hOw tall rind ath-
leitc ho was and noticed womanlike
tLfc masculine perfection of his dress
alike removed from slovenliness and top
peryNo

she said at last her eyes sazlns
la abstraction la front of her I

1

t

I

here

ill

then
Square

pret

allannoyed

don

clock

n

sat
a

winI

<

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

<

>

¬

¬

¬

suppose dad Js in army way blind He
generally is too wideawake I have to
mike all sorts of excuses to get out
dressmakers painting lessons buying
evening gloves a broken all

she declared laughing sweetly and glan-
cing again at him I have almost ex-
hausted all the subterfuges

Ah dearest a woman can always find
some excuse he remarked joining In her
aughter

Yes but thats alt very you
havent a father she protested so you
dont know

She had cnly left school at Brighton
years before therefore her clandes-

tine meetings with Charlie Belle were
which she dearly loved And

both of them were devote-
do each other Charlie absolutely adored
ler Hitherto women had never attracted
lira but from the day of their Introduc-
tion on the graveled walk in front of the
Villa des Fleurs at Aix tys whole life
had changed He was hers hera utterly
and entirely

For three months he had existed in
uncertainty until one warm oven

ns at Scarborough where she and her
Cathcr were staying at the Grand while
they went alone together in the sloping
garden of the Spa he summoned courage
to toll hor the secret of his heart

his overwhelming joy found that his
tension was reciprocated Thus had they
become lovers

As Max rightly guessed he had feared
for the present to tell Dr Petrovltch the
truth lest he should object and a parting
be the result His position was not what
ho wished it to be As secretary to the
eccentric old financier his salary was
an adequate one but not sufficient to pro
vide Maud with a home such as her own
Ho therefore intended in a little while
to toll old Statham tb3 truth and to ask
for more And until he had done so he
hesitated to demand the doctor his
daughters hand

rogethor they strolled slowly on chat-
ting as lovers will At the bottom of
Fopstons road they continued round the
crescent of Philbeach Gardens along
Warwick road and crossing Old Bromp
ton road entered that maze of quiet
eminently respectablo streets in the neigh-
borhood of RedoiifTe Square strolling
slowly on in the falling gloom

Do you know darling ho exclaimed
at lest I wanted to see you very

this evening because I am leav
ing London tonight for Servla

For Serviar she cried halting and
fixing her great eyes upon his In quick
surprise

Yea
Her countenance fell

Then you you are leaving
It Is imperative my darling he sale

In a low tender voice taking liar hand in
hie He wished to kiss her sweat lips hut
there In the open streot euch action waa
impOMible Ourtshlp in our grimy mat
teroffact London has many drawbacks
oven though every house contains lu life
romance and every street holds Its man-
or woman with a Broken heart

But you never told m she com-
plained Youve left it until the lost
minute Do you start from Charing Crosstonight

Yea I would leave tomorrow at 9
and catch Orient Express tOm Calais
for Belgrade but I have business to do
ia Paris tomorrow

Ah Belgrade sighed the girl I
wonder If I shall ever see It again Lone
ago I used to be so food of It and we

80 very many good friends Dear
old dag is so popular Why when we
drove the people in their brown
homespan clothes used to run attar the
carriage and cheer Potrevttch the Pa-
triot as they call dad

Of ownso you witl return soon
Charlie said No doubt your father wilt
be induced to tater the Pashitch
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The girl shook her head dubiously
I know the King has several times

asked him to return to Sarvla but for
some mysterious reason he has always
declined

But he is the most popular In the
country and he cannot remain away
much longer It Ig his duty ta return and
assist In the government

Yes But my mother died in Belgrade
you know tad I think that may be tha
reason he does not care to return re-
plied the girL Why are you going
there sIte asked

On a mlaaton for Statham regarding a
mtnlss concession he answered You
new we have a lot of interests out therePerhaps I shall away only a week or

two perhaps six mouths
Six mouths she cried in blank

voice It Is such a long long time to
look forward to

I have no desire to leave you my own
lading he declared looking straight
fitft her beautiful face But the mission
is cohndential and for that reason I hav
received orders to go

Your train leaves a 2 she said and
It Is already nearly 7 only two hours
And those two remaining bourn I caanet
spend with you for I must be ia to din-
ner at 7 I must leave you in a moment
she added and the faint flush in her
face died away

Her voice ceased Ha looked down
musing without replying He was Im-
pressed by her utter Jonclloee impress-
ed too without knowing it by the time
and place The twilight of the short
evening was gathering fast A cold damp
feeling was mingled with the silence of
the dull drab London street It struckJim that It felt like a grave

A slight nervous trembling came over
his wellbeloved and a weary little sigh
escaped her lips

That sigh of hers recalled Mm to a
sense of her distress at hfe flepacture
and the face that met her trottNed eyes
was in an instant as fell as ever of rose
lute hopefulness

What matters my own lf I am
awayr he asked with a smite We love
each other and that Is aitsufficient

All thojrfty of his strong tender nature
went forth to the lovely girl whom he
loved with such strong passionate devo-
tion

What matter indeed she cried
hoarsely tears springing to her eyes Is
It no matter that I see you Charlie Ah
you do not know how I count the hours
when we shall again how haw
And Unable to further restrain her emo-
tion she burst Into tears

He was silent What indeed could hej
say

Reflections considerations possibilities
crowded in upon His mind already dis
turbed and perplexed The sweetness Of

the hours passed in nor society had in-

creased insensibly ever since that well
remembered afternoon in Aix tho tones
of hor voice the notes of melodious
old Servian songs she so oTton sang her
slightest action held a charm for him
such as his earnest nature had never

before
And they must part
Within himself ho doubted whether

they wquld ever meet again He had
secret fears fears of somjuthingr that was
in that might en

change his life something he held
secret from her

he put the thought away It wais
a horrible qualm of con
science What would she think of him if
she actually knew the truth

No darling he said softly In an
earnest effort to cheer her I will re
turn very soon Be brave and remember
that my every thought is of you always

of you my love
I know she I know Charlie

I cannot really help Forgive
me

Forgive you Of course I do sweet
only do not cry or they will cer

tilnly suspect something when you sit
down to dinner

His argument decided her and she slow-
ly dried her tears saying-

I only wish I could go to
Cross to see you oft But an hour
telephoned to your sister Marion to come
and dine with us and go witlr mo to a
concert at Queens HalL

And sho accepted he asked quickly
almost breathlessly1

Yes V
Rolfe gave a sigh of relief At any rate
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neither his sister nor Ills wellbeloved
would be at Charing Cross at 9 that even
ingI

must try and bring her to the sta-
tion If possible Does she kntfir you are
going asked the girl

Oh yes But I particularly asked her
not to see

In order thai I inlslit COM alone
Oh how very good of u Chrtte

No Forgive ma for saying so but
like a good miny men who travel a lot I
never like being seen oil not oven by
you yourself my during

Very well sled sighed looking up
into his serious eyes I must I suppose
net as you wish May God protect you
my dearest and bring you back again
in safetyto me

Then as he whispered Into her ear
words of courage and ardent aXfectlon
with linked arms they retraced their steps
back to Earls Court road where with
lingering reluctance he took affectionate
leave of her

Having watched her turn the corner
he went slowly beak toward Earls crtstation and as he did so beneath his
breath ho murmured

Ah if she kn w If she Ttnow But
she must nover know oho shall never
know never as long as I bav broach
I love her love her better than my life

and she ia mine how can 1
after after

And he sighed deeply without conclud-
ing the sentence while his face went
ashen pale at the thought which again
crossed his mind a thought secret and
terrible
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CUPID ENTRAPS GEN YOUNG

Distinguished Soldier Will Wed in
Chicago This Month

Prospective Bride In Hnntley of
Helena Mont Widow of Former

Friend of the General

LJeut Gsa Samuel Baldwin taraYoung who after distinguished
the civil and Ia4hut wars took such a

prominent part in the war with Spain adsaw service ia the Philippines and who
became thief o staff ia August HM re-
tiring oa January 2 12K will be married
this week In Chicago to Mrs Haatloy of
Helena Moot

Mrs Bentley is too widow of a former
frfead of his and Gen Young las known
her for many years having hose aw
guest on her famous ranch te the West
BAd she SB turn having been his gnest
last summer when ho was at Yellowstone
Park oa a mlasioA for PrasHant-
Rooaereit As Mrs HeoMay hoes in
the ceremony in Chicago will be strictly
private

Mrs Iluntley Is a woman of brood cul-
ture who has traveled a greet deal and
she not only gives delightful house par-
ties at ranch la which hutting to a
great feature for the men but she hi her-
self see of too best woman snots in too
country and is not afraid to piny her
part hi the Acid on a hunting expedition

GOB Young is now in Chicago
he wont after Oiling his mission In tIN
Yellowstone Park As will be

when he was retired in January
MM the President afjrr reciting his va-
rious services this encomium
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INSURANCE STATEMENTS
STATEMENT OF TilE CONDITION

OF THB

Hartford Steam Boiler Inspection
and Insurance Company

Of BMiford OHM
Oa the 31st day of December TSK as reairirod rater
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Capitol stock flOQtfiW CO

Capitol s IjBMalM

ASSETS
CM te efice SL KZI-
CM ia HU-
llMl aiaUet JUttttB-
owfe Mai attilpuB Um real

MAW UtMMW
Stocks heeds mxket mlae 216510 W

Prima HocHl aa te haMs af
3365 K
23231 Si-

LIABILITIBS
Net unpaid dates
Rcsww a rtflrtmi ay Mar 13KD9 71-

Sfttarire reels expeaan taxts c N
CanaitMtaM brek raS MKt 9S

Capital Meek LOOMWOO
other HaWtitfefl set cvcplM lK 63CS

Amount and character af feastoess traos-
xctoA dwta th year K0r csm taOerL3afc383 M

Losses mstaiaed deist the nan BUT MbS 31
resetted daztaK MM jrctr 160 UiUM 35

Expanded Ute year UStKS 28-

Prtorfatas rmrtifed
L B

FrKidMtt-
tCftAS S BLAKE SKretejw-

Satecrifcnl sod amaca te bete so this tfc ir t-

JatMnav X8S-

Se L U F MIDDUIiBROGK-
Xetary PaeUc-

Lawfonl MeKte General Agents
511 ElerentfT street aerthwtsi

STATEMENT OF THE COM3IT3OS
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Philadelphia Casualty Insurance
Company-

Of PbRaiMahia Pa
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District of CeiumMa Cede amended June 38 COB
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DTSUEAHCB STATEMENTS

STATEMENT OP TIlE COXDITJOS-
OP TEE

Corcoran Fire Insurance Company-
Of the District ef Cefessbia-

Oa tb rf December 1SJT as retained mtder
Dtttrfet f CohsaWa Cad andd J 30 199
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OF TIlE CONDITION
OF THE

London Assurance Corporation
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FRBDERICK T CASE

STATELIEST OF THE CONDITION
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Central Accident Insurance Corn
pany-
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NVlf H GRAHAlt Vice President
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STATEMENT OF THE CONDITION
OP THE

EamburgBremen Tire Insurance
Company of Hamburg

Oa tile Hst day oC Decsaier 07 as TWjclred under
District f CWcaWa Cods amended June 30 1302
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Subscribed and HOrn to bcfere TEC this 22ih day of
January i K05

Seal JOS a MAKESLY
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